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A.I.R. Gallery is pleased to announce Make Make Make: Repetition and Accumulation, a group exhibition 
investigating modes of making brought about by the repetition of physical touch to generate an explosion of tiny, 
almost identical and richly material elements. The works in this exhibition evidence an accumulation of repeated 
gestures, whether it be a plethora of ink marks, slices of paper, meticulously wrapped stones, or tiny porcelain 
vessels. This method is primarily a form of non-verbal compulsion and instinctive action, where each artist 
deliberately chooses to prioritize intuitive and emotive experiences over reasoned interpretation.

Through gestures of repetition, the artists reach what they consider a freeing of the mind; open to spontaneous 
sensitivity. In doing so, the artists find a centering and calming state of consciousness necessary for coping with 
daily life, resulting in works that are not overly didactic: the haptic supplants verbal criticism. The exhibition 
demands a slowing of time, mirroring the artists’ own actions. 

Accumulation of many nearly identical elements can imply the infinite or cosmological. In some of these works, 
the hand mimics nature: identical gestures are varied by the hand’s action and by qualities inherent in materials, 
so that, like seashells or snowflakes, no two resulting marks or objects are alike. A field of tiny details brings into 
focus an intimate space, like looking into a microscope or a miniature world.

How does materiality shift one’s perception in relation to increasing digitalization? How can work that is not 
overtly socio-political be timely and relevant? Does the slowing of time induced by such work fill a need in the 
context of an accelerated and anxious culture?

Amy Genser (Hartford, CT) considers her rolled paper units to be “cells” that create worlds of organic processes: 
water flowing, landscapes forming, bees buzzing, blood flowing, neurons firing, galaxies shooting, air drifting, 
coral breathing, rocks tumbling, and trees growing. Genser received her MFA in Graphic Design at the Rhode Island 
School of Design. Her work has been exhibited nationally and internationally and is held by both private and public 
collections. http://amygenser.com 

Meg Hitchcock (Plymouth, NY) creates intricate designs composed of letters and words cut from paper. She 
finds source materials from books, particularly religious texts, and from her own hand-typed pages. She writes, 
“As I type a word over and over, its meaning slowly fades until all that is left is ink, paper, and the sound of the 
typewriter keys.” Hitchcock received her BFA in painting from the San Francisco Art Institute and studied classical 
painting in Florence, Italy. Hitchcock’s work has been shown in New York, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Chicago, 
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Amy Genser, Agate Cobalt, 2013, paper and 
acrylic on wood panel, 18 x 18 x 1 1/2 inches
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London, and Berlin, and reviewed in Art in America, ArtCritical, The New 
Criterion, Huffington Post, Hyperallergic, and The Daily Beast. Her work was 
included in State of the Art: Discovering American Art Now at Crystal Bridges 
Museum in Arkansas. http://meghitchcock.com

Allison Paschke (Providence, RI) hand-forms fragile porcelain elements that are suspended on insect pins or 
otherwise attached to coated mirrors. Her pieces represent fields through which the eye can travel and discover 
subtle variations inherent in these elements, as well as complex and ever-changing patterns of light and reflection. 
Paschke’s first BFA at UC Santa Cruz focused on photography, a pursuit that led to a lifelong interest in light. She 
attended Kansas City Art Institute for her second BFA in Ceramics, and earned her MFA in Ceramics at Cranbrook 
Academy of Art. Paschke has exhibited in solo and group shows in Providence, Brooklyn, San Francisco, and other 
locations nationally. Her work is included in national and international private collections as well as in several 
corporate and museum collections, including the Museum of Art, Rhode Island School of Design. She has curated 
three installation exhibitions in the Providence area and one in Brooklyn. http://allisonpaschke.com

Jenn Shifflet (San Francisco, CA) forms and places tiny glass balls on sheets of glass to be kiln-fused. She 
comments that “the idea that a zillion little balls making up a single 22 inch panel touches upon how the 
macrocosm is made up of the micro parts times a zillion. Each tiny part is a reflection of the whole.” Shifflet 
received her MFA from John F. Kennedy University, Berkeley, CA, and her BA from Evergreen State College, 
Olympia, WA. She has been recognized in publications such as the East Bay Express, Art Practical, Berkeley Times, 
and San Francisco Art Beat. Her work has been exhibited widely in California and is in several private and public 
collections. http://jennshifflet.com

Anna Lisa Sorensen (Gloucester, RI) records the ongoing accumulation of victims of mass shootings by grouping 
meticulously wrapped stones in beds of sand. Each individually wrapped stone, or “icon,” acts as a devotional 
recognition of a particular victim, while the grouping represents all of the casualties of a particular tragedy. 
Sorensen studied at the Maryland Institute College of Art and has continued her education at the Rhode Island 
School of Design. Her work has been exhibited in Massachusetts and has been collected privately.

Wendy Wahl (West Kinston, RI) finds “different ways to reconfigure the pages of the Encyclopedia Britannica; 
many are tightly scrolled and packed within a frame, making for a composition that suggests a cabinet of hidden 
knowledge… archives of information that are at once visible and yet concealed, at hand and yet remote.” Wahl 
received an MFA in Textile Art from the Rhode Island School of Design and a BA in Art from California State 
University at Northridge. She has taught for RISD in Continuing Education and has been a lecturer at URI, CCRI, 
and most at the New School, Parsons. Her work has been exhibited internationally and is in a number of private 
and public collections, including the Cooper-Hewitt Museum, NY, and the Museum of Art, Rhode Island School 
of Design. She has been recognized in numerous publications, including Art News, Boston Globe, Casa Vogue, 
Providence Journal, Metropolis, The New York Times, Architectural Digest, The New Yorker, The Britannica Blog, 
The Curated Object, and The Wall Street Journal. http://wendywahl.com

Lari Washburn (Brunswick, ME) draws with ink and paints using squeeze bottles. She considers her practice a 
form of meditation. Washburn wants people to “take a break from all their thinking and figuring when looking at 
my work and to see the beauty of the infinite in making marks. No two are ever alike, just like anything in nature, 
including us.” Washburn received her BFA in Painting and Art Education at Lake Erie College, Painesville, Ohio. Her 
work has been exhibited frequently throughout New England, Chicago, and California. http://lariwashburn.com

A.I.R. Gallery is wheelchair accessible via ramp. There are accessible toilets in the venue. There is comfortable seating with 
backs. Free tap water is available. The venue is nearest to the F train at York St (0.2 miles) and the A train at High St (0.5 miles). 
The nearest wheelchair accessible trains are the B, Q, R at Dekalb Av (1.1 miles) and the 2, 3 at Borough Hall (0.8 miles). The 
roads immediately surrounding the gallery are cobblestone. The nearest accessible parking garage (for an hourly fee) is two 
blocks away at 100 Jay St. No ID necessary for entry. Please contact info@airgallery.org for more information.


