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A.I.R. Gallery is pleased to announce Swim Faster, an exhibition of mural-
sized drawings and wood sculpture by Member Artist Cynthia Karasek. 
Feminized bodies of women and girls, some with dismembered limbs, 
float through a dark gridded space riddled with sharks bearing pointed 
white teeth. The swimmers’ bright red one-piece swimsuits fray at the 
edges, resembling torn flesh or streaks of blood. This chaos of forms is contrasted by the seemingly organized nature of the 
perpendicular lines in the background.

Turning inward to her personal memories and emotions, Karasek maps out anxieties around women’s rights issues and 
recent events. Fear of being unable to out-swim the things that threaten women’s independence and success is prevalent in 
the swirling landscape of predators and prey. Additionally, the artist expresses concern for future generations facing similar 
challenges, as seen in her depictions of young girls resting innocently in the background. While these conflicts may be 
familiar, the imagery used to represent them appears as if it has been drawn from a nightmare. 

As if trapped in a bad dream, the images of frightened faces swirl around the room, even rising out of the floor into three-
dimensional forms built from stiff mannequins supported by branches of wood. The emphasis placed on violence, and 
especially the loss of body parts, gestures towards concerns about maintaining agency over one’s body. However, the 
abstracted background and frightening scenes do not offer a way out beyond the rays of light that emanate from the 
imperceptible surface of the water. A dark suggestion, it is as if Karasek asks: Is there no escape from the residue of fear that 
many women harbor? 

Cynthia Karasek received a BFA from Cornell University and an MA in Fine Arts from Hunter College. She was a fellow at the 
Whitney Museum Independent Study Program and is a founding member of PS 122, a not-for-profit Arts institution in the East 
Village. She taught digital media for more than 20 years at the City University of New York, where she was the founder and 
Chairperson of the Department of Media Arts and Technology. Karasek has exhibited in one person and group exhibitions in 
New York, Europe, Canada, and cities throughout the United States. 

For more on the artist, visit https://www.airgallery.org/artists/cynthia-karasek.

A.I.R. Gallery is wheelchair accessible via ramp. There are accessible toilets in the venue. There is comfortable seating with
backs. Free tap water is available. The venue is nearest to the F train at York St (0.2 miles) and the A train at High St (0.5 miles). The nearest 
wheelchair accessible trains are the B, Q, R at Dekalb Av (1.1 miles) and the 2, 3 at Borough Hall (0.8 miles).
The roads immediately surrounding the gallery are cobblestone. The nearest accessible parking garage (for an hourly fee) is two blocks 
away at 100 Jay St. No ID necessary for entry. Please contact info@airgallery.org for more information.
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Cynthia Karasek, Detail of Swim Faster, 2019.


