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A.I.R. Gallery is pleased to announce, What the Lips Can’t 
Say, an exhibition of new fiber works by Fellowship Artist 
Daniela Puliti. This is Puliti’s first solo exhibition in New 
York City. 

In her essay On Silence, Rebecca Solnit writes, “sometimes 
just being able to speak, to be heard, to be believed, are 
crucial parts of membership in a family, a community, a 
society. Sometimes our voices break those things apart; 
sometimes those things are prisons.” The works in this 
show address the ways in which the artist was silenced, 
from the deeply personal assaults on their voice, to the 
overarching patriarchal nature of their community. The 
exhibition What the Lips Can’t Say is an alternate means of 
breaking free of that prison through the coded language of 
color, pattern, and texture.

Upon entering the gallery the viewer is confronted by a 
vagina-like fiber installation that unapologetically takes up 
space while delicately evaporating into lacy details. Rusty 
Apparitions alludes both to the physicality of the piece (a 
rusty orange color) and its flickering sense of invisibility. 
Operating as a “glory hole” as well as a thin scrim of 
di�usion, the piece speaks to emotional complexities: a 
vulnerability of desiring to be seen and heard while 
remaining (safely) partially veiled.  Daniela Puliti, Rusty Apparitions (Detail), 2017

Daniela Puliti

Also in the exhibition are pieces from her series of fiber paintings in which she utilizes fabric, yarn, glitter, and other found objects related 
to cra� and domesticity. Departing from gendered conceptions around the medium of painting and following the path of feminist artists 
before her, Puliti has forged her own trail by incorporating techniques such as collage and crochet. The works in the exhibitions are 
conceived as an act of personal resistance to this and other narratives that we have internalized.

Public Program
Sunday,  February 18th, 1 - 3 PM: Coping Through Cra�: An introduction to crochet as one method of emotional survival. Participants will 
learn the di�erence between knitting, crochet, and loom weaving followed by a hands on granny square crochet workshop.

Daniela Puliti received her BFA in 2011, from Montclair State University and her MFA in 2015, from The Savannah College of Art and Design 
(SCAD). Both degrees were under the discipline of Painting, as she manipulates materials through a painter’s lens. Puliti proudly proclaims 
herself a strident feminist, creating work from that vantage point. In 2015, she was awarded the SCAD Winter Artist in Residence at The 
Elizabeth Foundation for the Arts, and completed a month long residency at The Vermont Studio Center in October of that year. Along with 
creating and exhibiting her own work, she works as a studio assistant to New York based artist Wardell Milan. In 2017, Puliti joined the 
caravan of women from Project for Empty Space to attend The Women’s March on Washington protest and has since joined the sta� of 
Gateway Project Spaces, subsidiary of PES gallery. 

For more information visit: www.danielapuliti.com


