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Le�: Julia Westerbeke, Untitled (Detail), 2015 
Right: Melissa Murray, “ ‘The spectral mists of dawn shrowded the trees and hung low along t
he landscape.’ ” (Detail), 2015, Mixed medium on paper, 40 x 40”

 

A.I.R. Gallery is pleased to announce Echoes, an 
exhibition of paper-based works by Melissa Murray 
and Julia Westerbeke. On view will be paintings and 
drawings by Murray, alongside drawing-based instal-
lations and textural works made from repeated 
punctures on paper by Westerbeke.

Though visually distinct, these works share an inter-
est in entropy, pattern, myth and ritual, as well as a 
collagist tendency to combine and accumulate 
images from varied sources. Both artists create 
works that reveal more upon closer inspection, as 
nuances and details gradually surface within 
complex networks of imagery. Subtle references to 
entropy and transformation can be found through-
out: compositions that unravel at the seams, implied 
narratives that shi� and dissolve, loose gestures and 
forms of mark-making that act as a counterpoint to intricate and layered detail.

Murray’s current series, For the End of TIme is a body of work based on a piece of writing from WWII. A letter, written by her 
Great Uncle during the week he was killed, is a hyper realized observation of a day spent in the life of war. Pulling from the 
visual narrative of the piece, Murray created works that relate to each sentence consecutively. 

In her latest body of work, Westerbeke experiments with mirrored imagery, inserting moments of imperfection into detailed, 
Rorschach-inspired compositions. In her puncture series, hundreds of minute pinpricks and holes in paper form raised, 
brail-like surfaces, creating semi-abstract images that conflate the bodily with the alien, the totemic with the fragile, and the 
primordial with sci-fi and fantasy aesthetics. In a similar vein, Westerbeke will present a series of cut-out, sculptural draw-
ings on the walls and floor of the gallery that play with mirroring, reflections and doubling.

Melissa Murray is an artist living and working in Brooklyn. Selected group exhibitions at the MOSI Museum in Tampa, Flori-
da, the Target Gallery in Alexandria, VA, A.I.R. Gallery, Lesley Heller Workspace, Chashama, Causey Contemporary and 3rd 
Ward in NY, NY. Solo NY exhibitions at Fuse Gallery, AdHoc Art, Causey Contemporary, A.I.R. Gallery and Gallery SAS in 
Montreal. Her work has been published and or reviewed in L magazine, The Village Voice, The Montreal Gazette, Juxtapoz 
Magazine, Beautiful Decay Magazine, Muse Magazine, Big, Red and Shiny, The Wild Magazine, Architectural Digest and the NY 
Arts Magazine. Selected Fairs include Pulse, NY, NY, The Spring Break Show in NY, NY The Unseen Art fair in Miami, FL and Art 
Prize in Grand Rapids, MI.

Julia Westerbeke is an artist, curator and educator based in Brooklyn and the Bay Area. She holds an MFA from the Universi-
ty of California, San Diego, and a BA from Barnard College, Columbia University. Past exhibitions include Deluge at the 
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DeYoung Museum, Staccato at den contemporary, Alien Organic at compactspace and Morphology at A.I.R. Gallery. Her work 
has been featured in On-Verge: Alternative Art Criticism, The WILD Magazine, Art Ltd, Les Femmes Folles, The Hollywood 
Sentinel and the SF MoMA Blog, among other publications and news sources.
 
For more information on the artists, please visit their websites: 
juliawesterbeke.com 
melissamurraynyc.com


