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Edge Thin is a solo exhibition of works by Alina Tenser, curated by A.I.R’s first Curatorial Fellow 
Amber Esseiva. The exhibition will be on view from July 1-26, 2015 with an opening reception 
on Thursday, July 9th, 6-8pm. The gallery will be closed Saturday and Sunday July 4th 
weekend.

Tenser is a Ukrainian-born multi-media artist living and working in New York. Edge Thin 
expands on Tenser’s exploration of the body and its physical relationship to utilitarian objects 
and surfaces. Like a stone skipping across water, Tenser’s video and sculpture explore the 
body’s intimate relationship to its surfaces and surroundings. The works have a distinct 
relationship to the artist, yet they are also recognizable in a quotidian way. Shallow vessels, 
which she o�en refers to as “trays”,  resemble ironing boards and washing basins and carry 
with them the strength of feminine domesticity.

In other works, endurance materials such as spandex and polyester, stretch over forms 
creating a material glove that refers directly to the familiar fabrics that encase bodies as they 
physically engage with their everyday existence. Swatches of material also appear in Tenser’s 
video Chances, as brilliantly colored fabrics cascading within the screen. Tenser’s work isolates 
objects as fragmented cutouts. Whether screens, boards, vessels, or swatches each object is at once familiar while at times appearing as 
ghostly traces of utilitarian domesticity. 

Tenser’s performative gestures walk a tightrope between sculpture and video and tell a narrative, made of pattern and form that operate on 
various levels: the prep space, performative stage, and lens. The works gently push against one another resulting in a dance of fluid motion 
and so� physical touch.

Amber Esseiva is a curator living in New York, NY and is A.I.R Gallery’s first curatorial fellow. Esseiva attained a Master’s degree in curatorial 
studies from The Center for Curatorial Studies, Bard College, where she developed research artists Cayetano Ferrer and Avery K. Singer. 
Esseiva worked as a curator in Richmond, Virginia at institutions such as: The Anderson Gallery, The Virginia Museum of Fine Arts, and The 
Reynolds Gallery. She has also been a guest curator in Doha, Qatar at VCUQ as well as directed CMF Gallery, a project space that supported the 
development of young artists, by giving them their first exhibition opportunities. She is currently the director of Retrospective Gallery in 
Hudson, NY. 

Alina Tenser, (UA, b. 1981) was born in Kiev, Ukraine. She received her BFA from School of the Visual Arts and her MFA from Virginia Common-
wealth University. Tenser has held solo exhibitions at Essex Flowers, New York, NY; Nurture Art, Brooklyn, NY; and Pioneer Works, Brooklyn, 
NY. Her work has been exhibited at venues including The Kitchen, New York, NY; The Suburban, Chicago, IL; Jancar Jones, Los Angeles, CA; and 
Laurel Gitlen Gallery, New York, NY. Most Recently Tenser's work was shown at Kate Werble Gallery and Soloway Gallery in New York. Tenser 
received the Dedalus Foundation MFA Fellowship and was a resident of Recess Sessions in 2012.


