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Unbroken by Bars
Jess X Snow, curated by Katie Fuller

August 2 - September 2, 2018
Opening Reception: Thursday, August 2, 6-8 pm
Dumbo First Thursday Art Walk: August 2, 6-8 pm
Poetry Workshop: August 23, 6-8 pm

(Our Love Is) Unbroken by Bars is an ongoing art and storytelling project curated by Katie 
Fuller with prints and a mural by Jess X Snow. This iteration will be held In collaboration 
with A.I.R. gallery. Unbroken by Bars addresses the systemic neglect of women, who 
are the fastest growing prison population. Many women are incarcerated for nonviolent offenses related to drugs or self-defense 
and have been victims of relational abuse or race-related violence and poverty. Incarceration affects female migrants of color and 
Black-Americans at the highest rate, and 80% of incarcerated women are mothers.

This narrative of violence is told through the stories of three formerly incarcerated women, who found the power within themselves 
to change the direction of their lives in spite of the adversity they faced. During a series of intimate interviews in 2016, Snow and Full-
er learned in great detail about the prison system’s failure to work with domestic and sexual abuse survivors, and those struggling 
with addiction. This very system failed them during the birth of their children, forced them to fight for their love and trust as they 
grew, then failed in their transition out. Each woman beat the likelihood of recidivism, received job training and pursued college and 
professional degrees. 

Unbroken by Bars began as a public art project, and with support from Amplifier and #cut50, was featured last summer as part of a 
month-long initiative to bring attention to the “Dignity for Incarcerated Women Act”, a bill sponsored by Senator Cory Booker and 
Senator Elizabeth Warren. The posters have been spotted in nine states from Colorado to New York to Florida, and it was voted top 
ten by Streets Dept., an online Philadelphia street art magazine. In June, Unbroken by Bars made its gallery debut at the Harvard 
Graduate School of Education’s Gutman Library Gallery. 

“By using art as a social change agent, we are working with the mothers to bring their stories out from behind bars and into public 
spaces where Americans are forced to engage with the mothers and interact with the reality of the criminal justice system.“ 
- Jess X Snow

“The women of Unbroken by Bars and the others whom have shared their stories are the most powerful women I have met. They 
tap into and share their pain and their experiences so that we all might grow and learn.” 
- Katie Fuller

Bios
PUBLIC ARTIST + FILMMAKER Jess X. Snow is a queer migrant Asian-American artist, filmmaker, and educator based in NYC by the way of Canada and China. As a result of 
the rootlessness that marked her childhood, she developed a severe stutter, which she overcame through her discovery of visual and written language. Through narrative 
film and animation, large-scale murals, and visual art, she creates a home large enough to hold all the traumas of queerness, migration, disability and displacement. 
Her art has appeared or is forthcoming in the LA Times, The Smithsonian APA Center, Huffington Post, PBS Brief But Spectacular, The UN Human Rights Council, and as 
murals and wheat pastes on indoor and outdoor walls throughout the US. Her films have screened at the NY Asian American International Film Festival, Animation Block 
Party, the US Institute for Peace, the New York Times and in 2016 she participated in the Visual Communications: Armed With a Camera Fellowship. She recently wrote and 
provided creative direction for Migration Is Natural, a short animation created with Adobe Project 1324, that has garnered over half a million views. She is currently a MFA 
candidate in the NYU Tisch graduate film program. 

Katie Fuller was an educator for eleven years before curating her first show, Race and Revolution: Exploring Human Injustices through Art, in the summer/fall of 2016. As a 
Museum Educator at the New-York Historical Society she wrote curriculum and taught a class on the Fourth Amendment and other civil rights issues, creating a pressing 
need within herself to examine historical memory and trauma around racism in the United States, especially after the repeated exposure of police violence against people 
of color. Last summer she co-curated Race and Revolution: Still Separate – Still Unequal with Larry Ossei-Mensah, an exhibition about contemporary school segregation. 
The show just closed at its third location and will continue to travel from Autumn 2018 - 2019. Still Separate – Still Unequal was chosen as a “Best of Brooklyn 2017” by 
Hyperallergic magazine. Unbroken by Bars was voted top ten Philadelphia street art projects by Streets Dept in 2017 and it just closed at the Gutman Library Gallery at the 
Harvard Graduate School of Education In addition, her shows and public programs have been reviewed by Vice, ArtForum, Artsy, Daily Kos, Art Fuse, and LA Weekly.
Press contact: katie@racerevolution.org

The gallery is wheelchair accessible
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