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A.I.R. Gallery is pleased to present Rex Works, an exhibi-
tion of new work by Francie Shaw. The exhibition will be 
on view from February 6th - March 2nd, 2014. There will 
be an opening reception on Thursday, February 6th, 
from 6-9pm.

Rex Works is a series of postcard-size paintings/collages. 
Each piece starts with a snippet from the daily comic 
strip Rex Morgan, M.D. The starting points are not used 
narratively but rather for visual extensions of the stylized 
images. Shaw finds the extreme noir-ish shadows, wide 
eyes and careful hairdos unexplainable in their own con-
text and uses them without explanation in these works. They conjure up unexpected spaces and associations, 
while often retaining the intimacy of the comics, exaggerating the expressive elements.

Some pieces are painted on actual, old postcards, adding another layer reference and reassembled associa-
tion. Old travel postcards, scenic views, or favorite paintings from museums visits add to the vocabulary. Some 
of these pieces retain the black and white tones of the daily comics, while others are wildly colorful.

There is affection for the turgid normality of Rex's world, but, more, we sense the intense pleasure Shaw feels 
in exploring the newly seen impossible spaces she finds by jumping out of that world. 

There will be a poetry reading of collaborations based on the Rex works from area poets at the gallery on 
Sunday, February 23rd at 2pm.

Image: Francie Shaw, Otherwise He’d Be Dead, Painting and collage, 5” x 5”, 2013

ARTISTS IN RESIDENCE     I I I FRONT STREET #228, BROOKLYN, NY 11201     212.255.6651     WWW.AIRGALLERY.ORG

A.I.R. Gallery is located at 111 Front Street, #228 in the DUMBO neighborhood of Brooklyn. Gallery hours: Wed. - Sun., 11am 
to 6pm. For directions please visit www.airgallery.org. For more information please contact the Interim Director, JoAnne 
McFarland at 212-255-6651 or info@airgallery.org

A.I.R. Gallery - Celebrating over 40 years of advocating for women in the visual arts.


